What Do | Have to Offer?

In my last series of articles, we continued our look in the first chapter of John’s gospel at
Jesus’ first week of public ministry. We were introduced to Andrew, who declared Jesus
to be the Messiah and then went and told his brother, Simon Peter.

We're beginning to see ways in which the gospel is spread. As we know, Peter would be
used of God as one of the most powerful preachers of the early church. On the day of
Pentecost, Peter preaches and about 3,000 people were converted and added to the
church.

And yet, there will always be a need for people like Andrew. Andrew was perfectly
content to stay in the background, and yet, when we see him in John’s gospel, he’s
always taking people to Jesus. We need men like Peter who are faithful to preach the
word, but we also need men and women like Andrew who, by their words and actions,
lead people to Jesus — and certainly, in the home with our covenant children.

Along with teaching our covenant children about Jesus, we also want to take other
opportunities to reach out to those who don’t know Jesus, in our extended family, our
workplace and other relationships. We never know how God may choose to use our
witness to others with the good news of Jesus Christ.

| once read an interesting story that took place in the 19th century of a man by the name
of Edward Kimball. Kimball was described as a very timid and soft-spoken man, but
when he heard the good news of the gospel and was saved, by grace, he wanted others
to know Jesus.

As it turned out, he had recently met a man who was a shoe salesman — crude and
illiterate — and yet Kimball decided that he’d go to the shoe store and share the good
news with this young man. When he arrived, he found the young man stocking the
shelves. As he recalled the events of that day, Kimball said that he spoke to this young
man with “limping words.” He would later say, “I never could remember what | did say:
something about Christ and his love; that was all.” He judged that his words were a
“‘weak appeal.” Still, God used his witness, and the young shoe salesman gave his heart
to Jesus Christ.

We can never know how God may choose to use our witness for Christ, no matter
whether we think that what we say is woefully lacking. As it turns out, that once crude
and illiterate shoe salesman was Dwight Moody, who would be used of God in a mighty
way by evangelizing in America and in Britain. He founded the Moody Bible Institute and
Moody Bible Church in Chicago. It's amazing that the gospel can still be heard daily on
the Moody Christian radio network.



Edward Kimball, like Andrew, could not have known how God would use his witness to
Jesus. Others, like Peter and Dwight Moody, became preachers of the gospel and were
used of God in mighty ways.

As we come back to Chapter 1 today, | want to continue to explore more of
how genuine disciples of Jesus have a desire to tell others about Him.

“The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow
me.’ Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.” (John 1:43-44)

As we begin today, Jesus determines to leave the area where they were and to head for
Galilee (most likely in anticipation of the wedding at Cana in Galilee in Chapter 2), and
on the way he finds Philip and commands Philip, “Follow me.”

As it turns out, not much is known about Philip. A quick survey of Matthew, Mark and
Luke will tell us that each of these gospels mentions Philip only in the lists of the
apostles, but aside from the lists (Mt. 10:2-4; Mk. 3:16-19; Lk. 6:14-16), nothing else is
said of Philip in those gospels.

Philip is also named in the list of the Apostles in Acts 1:13. John mentions Philip a
handful of times, but each time Philip doesn’t seem to be all that knowledgeable about
what’s going on or what to do. For example: In the section of John 6 and the feeding of
the 5,000, Jesus asks as a test, “Philip, where are we to buy bread, so that these
people may eat?” to which Philip replies, “Two hundred denarii would not buy enough
bread for each of them to get a little” (6:7). Philip seems to be thinking, “There’s no real
answer, Jesus.” Philip’s inclination may have been to send the crowd away and let them
fend for themselves.

In Chapter 12, when the Greek speakers come and want to see Jesus, they came first
to Philip. What did Philip do? He took them to Andrew, and only then did they together
take them to see Jesus. In the Upper Room just prior to going to the cross in John 14
and after all the time that Jesus had been with the disciples, it was Philip who said,
“Lord, show us the Father and it is enough for us,” to which Jesus replied, “Have | been
with you so long and you still don’t know me, Philip?” (14:8-9).

It's been suggested by some that Jesus had to seek out Philip here in our text because
Philip himself seemed to have very little initiative. What encouragement can we draw
from this? Even though some of the apostles were especially gifted, Philip seems to be
an example of someone who was very ordinary.

You may be reading this article and thinking, “I would likely have done exactly what
Philip did in each of those situations that you mentioned.”

The blessing for all of us is to be thankful that — no matter how meager our gifts and
abilities may be — Jesus often chooses to use very ordinary people, even men like
Philip or men like timid and soft-spoken Edward Kimball who witnessed to the crude,



illiterate, shoe salesman Dwight Moody, who became a fireball for evangelism of the
lost!

To those of us who may be thinking, “What do | have to offer?” we can be sure that, for
those who turn to Jesus Christ by grace through faith that there’s always a place for us,
and we can know the joy and blessing of telling of the good news of Jesus Christ as well
as serving others in his name.
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