He Will Guide You into All Truth

In my last article, we began a new series that speaks directly — but not exhaustively — to the
work of the Holy Spirit. Our text is from the gospel of John 16:4b-15. To set this in context, I'll
remind us that we’re in the Upper Room with Jesus and his disciples on the night prior to his
crucifixion.

Last time — speaking of the Spirit — we read in Verse 8 that: “And when he comes, he will
convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.” I concluded my previous
article with a look at what the passage says about sin, particularly the sin of non-believers. I
shared with us that it’s very important that we understand that the initial application of this truth
of the work of the Spirit will take place at Pentecost. There’s a redemptive-historical aspect that
we don’t want to miss by seeking to apply this passage — in the first instance — immediately to
our day.

Along with sin let’s look now at righteousness.

Look with me in Verse 10: ““... concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will
see me no longer.” It’s clear that the world has no true righteousness of its own, although the
Jewish people of Jesus’ day had the law and, therefore, knew God’s standard. Sadly, many of the
Jewish leaders believed that their external only obedience could meet God’s perfect standard.

In the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector, Jesus gives us the reason that he taught this
parable — to show that there were “some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and
treated others with contempt.” (Lk. 18:9ff) The Pharisees believed in a self-righteousness that
could save no one. Jesus, then, is the Righteous One, and we either rest in His righteousness or
we’re in a hopeless situation.

Notice again Peter’s sermon on the Day of Pentecost: “God raised him up, loosing the pangs of
death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.” Here, Peter is referencing the
resurrection. Notice that in the next chapter of Acts (3:13-16), Jesus is said to be “the Righteous
One” that God raised from the dead. It was not possible for the perfect “Righteous One” to be
held by death. There are some in that crowd that day who are told, in effect, that the Righteous
One who they murdered has now been raised from the dead and has gone back to the Father, and
they will see him no longer.

Let’s move on from righteousness to judgment.

Look with me in Verse 11: “... concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.”
Jesus’ words to his disciples refer to the victory of the cross — “the ruler of this world is
judged.” Notice that Jesus speaks of this judgment in such a way as if it’s already happened.



You may remember that Jesus has already stated something of this same truth back in 12:31:
“Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out.”

At the very moment when it may have appeared that the world forces of evil led by Satan were
triumphant, the truth is that they are doomed. In 1 John 3:8 John writes, “The reason that the Son
of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.” As Martin Luther wrote, “And lo his
doom is sure” in the hymn “A Mighty Fortress is Our God.” In addition to the fact that Satan is
doomed, the judgment of the wicked ruler of this world is also a judgment against those who
continue to follow Satan and refuse to repent.

Allow me to return again briefly to Acts 2: As Peter preaches on the Day of Pentecost, clearly the
mention of the resurrection from the dead is to be seen as the condemnation of the prince of
darkness and death and even points forward to the final judgment of the wicked.

Notice, now, the result of Peter’s Holy Spirit inspired sermon in Acts 2:37: “Now when they
heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Brothers,
what shall we do?’” This is exactly what we’re seeing in John 16:8-11. The Spirit points clearly
to the sin of the world and, yet, the Spirit’s work of conviction for some will lead them to
repentance and salvation. “And those who received his word were baptized, and there were
added that day about three thousand souls.”

Again, it’s important that we see this monumental redemptive-historical truth that would happen
on the Day of Pentecost first before we seek to apply this to our 21st-century lives.

This leads us now from the work of the Holy Spirit in the world to
the work of the Holy Spirit in believers.

Let’s look first at how the Holy Spirit will guide believers into all truth. Look with me now in
Verse 12: “I still have many things to say but you cannot bear them now.” Notice again the
tenderness and sensitive awareness of Jesus as he shepherds his disciples. The word translated
“bear” has to do with carrying or bearing a heavy burden.

In the context, and when you tie in Verse 13, it seems to indicate that they would not completely
understand or be able to bear all of the ramifications of what’s to come until the Holy Spirit
reveals to them all truth pertaining to the person and work of Jesus. “When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all the truth.” The Greek word translated “guide” carries the idea
of taking someone by the hand — as it were — to lead them in the right way (Acts 8:31; Rev.
7:17). The verse continues, “... for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears
he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.”

So, then, the Holy Spirit points the disciples to the words spoken by Christ in the context of the
past (what Jesus has said and done as recorded in the gospels and all that it means), present (all
truth needed for the present ministry of the apostles) and future (things that are to come).



The immediate context of these words would be for those who were with Jesus — some of
whom would be given the task of writing Holy Scripture. In this way — and by the continued
work of the Spirit today — we and others benefit from the words and work about Jesus illumined
and applied by the Holy Spirit.

It’s important to be reminded of what we saw last week once again. From verses 26-27 of
Chapter 15, I noted that the Holy Spirit would bear witness to Jesus on the Day of Pentecost but
would continue to bear witness working in and through the disciples throughout the first advent
and until Jesus returns.

We’re beginning to catch a glimpse of the importance of the work of the Holy Spirit.
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