
I Will Cause Your Name to Be Remembered


When we began this series from Psalm 45, I reminded us that, throughout the Bible, salvation is 
often presented as a love relationship between God and his people (e.g., Hosea 2:19-20). We 
continue this psalm today in Verse 11, where the king anticipates the marriage to his bride.


Notice the phrase translated, “the king will desire your beauty.” The Hebrew word translated 
“desire” can refer to “longing for” the bride’s beauty. But it carries a further meaning of “to 
incline” toward or to “have an influence on” something or someone. The verb form in Hebrew 
refers to an action that is incomplete.


As we ponder this truth, as the Bride of Jesus Christ, we know that the only true beauty that we 
have is ours because of our Bridegroom. We’re far from where we need to be, but Jesus is in the 
process of making his bride, the church, beautiful. He has an “influence” on us by his word and 
spirit and his prayers of intercession.


In the practical sense, we won’t be completely what our Bridegroom intends for us to be in this 
life, but this is Jesus’ desire, and it will happen ultimately! It’s important that we acknowledge 
that he is our Lord and Master and we must bow to him in reverence. In Ephesians 5, Paul goes 
to great lengths to show that the husband is to love his wife, and the wife is to reverently submit 
to her husband. Paul goes on to say this: “This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers 
to Christ and the Church.” Jesus does love us perfectly, and we must submit to him in everything 
as both our Bridegroom as well as our Lord and Master.


Let’s move on now from reverence given to richly adorned.


These next few verses naturally follow the previous thought as they depict the wonderfully 
extravagant rich clothing which adorns the bride, including “robes interwoven with gold” as well 
as “many-colored robes” which she is wearing in order to be taken in a procession to the king. 
This procession includes her “virgin companions,” and the whole scene is one of “joy and 
gladness as they enter the palace of the king.” As we think of the church richly adorned, we want 
to think of this in terms of being beautifully adorned from the inside-out.


The book of Revelation teaches us that the pure clothing of the Bride is “the righteous deeds of 
the saints.” (Rev. 19:8) Christ, our Bridegroom, has adorned us positionally and is adorning us 
practically, by his grace.


John Calvin writes: “While the church is thus richly appareled, it is not designed to attract the 
notice of men, but only for the pleasure of the King. If in our day the Church is not so richly 
adorned with that spiritual beauty in which the glory of Christ shines forth, the fault ought to be 
imputed to the ingratitude of men, who either through their own indifference despise the 
goodness of God, or else, after having been enriched by him, again fall into a state of poverty 
and want.”




Calvin is right: Our Bridegroom has given us everything that we need. If we despise the 
goodness of God and chase after other lovers, as it were, it will show up in our lacking spiritual 
beauty and headed toward spiritual poverty. The bride is now led to her royal bridegroom 
followed by her bridal party. “With joy and gladness … they enter the palace of the king.”


Let’s move on now from the bride’s total devotion to her king to the summary statement given by 
our ready scribe (or skilled writer): The royal bridegroom’s legacy.


The psalmist gives us two quick summary points beginning with princes. Where we were 
initially being told about the bride, this section is once again referencing the royal bridegroom 
because the Hebrew pronouns in this section are masculine. If it’s true that this psalm was 
initially referencing Solomon and his wedding to an Egyptian princess, it’s natural that the focus 
goes back to the royal bridegroom who — along with the people of God — is in covenant with 
God. The bride is blessed to be brought into the realm of God’s people and God’s blessing. Verse 
16 teaches us that generations of the king’s sons, “princes,” will replace their fathers, and the 
intent is that by honoring God, God himself will perpetuate their father’s righteous rule over the 
people.


Secondly, we go from Princes to praise. Because of the royal bridegroom’s godly legacy, “the 
nations will praise you forever and ever.” Clearly, this phrase points forward to Jesus Christ, the 
only royal bridegroom who left a perfect legacy of kingly rule and perfect obedience to the will 
of God. Therefore, our hope is not ultimately in earthly kings — as much as we may respect and 
rightfully obey them — but in the one true and righteous king, Jesus Christ. He is our 
Bridegroom, and the Church is his bride, and, by his grace, we want to seek to be a faithful bride 
as he’s working in our lives to “adorn us” so that we will be like him.


As we conclude this psalm today, I want to fast-forward to what the future of God’s people will 
be. From Revelation 19:6-9 we read: “Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great 
multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder crying out, 
‘Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the 
glory, for the marriage supper of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it 
was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure’—for the fine linen is the 
righteous deeds of the saints. And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are 
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’ And he said to me, ‘These are the true words of 
God.’”


What an amazing blessing for Christ’s bride — the Church — to look forward to!


The Rev. Dr. Steve Jones is the pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church PCA in Paxton.



