“Equipped for Every Good Work”

In this series of articles on 2 Timothy 3:16-17, I’ve called attention to the fact that this is Paul’s
last inspired letter. Paul writes to Timothy, his child in the faith, with the desire to remind
Timothy that, no matter what happens, we can never neglect the word of God.

It’s the word of God that, by God’s own design and plan, will transform lives as the spirit is
working along with the regular and healthy intake of the word. In my previous article, we saw
that God does his work in our lives through the teaching of the word. We were reminded that the
word of God must first be revealed to our minds, but, by grace, it doesn’t stop there.

The word is meant to penetrate our hearts and therefore have a positive impact on our lives.
Along with the teaching of the word, we were reminded by Paul that the word of God reproves
us. The word “reproof” pertains to the way that the word works to convict us of our sin.

Our lives must necessarily be lived in ongoing repentance, because we sin daily in thought, word
and deed. God’s word does rip open our hard hearts, as it were, and expose our sin. And, yet,
God doesn’t leave us there.

Paul will show us today that God’s word heals us. Let’s continue our look at this passage by
being shown how God’s word brings correction.

The word translated “correction” is a word that carries the meaning of “setting us up straight” or
“setting us upright on our feet.” The New Living Translation of the Bible translates this as: “It
straightens us out.” God’s word is consistently addressing improper thoughts and behavior. And
the picture is that our lives are needful of ongoing correction to place us back on the right path.

Some have said that what Paul is getting at is “bringing us back to truth,” or “restoring us to our
proper condition,” or “bringing us to healing.” And so, the point that Paul wants us to see is that
the word is not merely there to open our hearts to the reality of our brokenness and sinfulness,
but, rather, God’s word is meant to bring ongoing healing. We need to have the wounds and
brokenness of our hearts exposed by the Master Surgeon before proper healing will ever take
place.

Christian missionary Timothy Richard — in his book entitled “Forty-Five Years in China,”
published in 1916 — writes about a Chinese cult leader trying to stir up the native people against
the Christians. As evidence against the Christian missionaries, he held up a surgical text with
illustrations of surgical procedures used by some of the missionary doctors. Richard writes:
“Ignorant of the humane objective of surgery, (the Chinese cult leader) regarded operations as
proof of the cruelty of Christians.”

All Christians can thank God for the surgery that’s going on constantly in our lives. By grace, we
experience the deep conviction of sin, as well as the knowledge that God is working his healing



in our life. The word of God, by God’s grace and His spirit, brings healing to our lives, which
also brings healing into our families and to our churches.

The scriptures ought to lift our hearts up to see all the beauty of all that Christ is — and what
he’s done — and to continually be brought face to face with his mercy and grace! Let’s look now
at the fact that the scriptures are at work in our lives for training in righteousness.

The Greek word translated “training” is often connected to the training of children. Notice the
logical progression of the work of the word. God’s word is teaching us what God has done for us
in Christ as well as what God requires of his people. Because we’re sinners, it’s important that
the word brings conviction along with correction or healing.

As we look at Verse 17, we can see that this entire process has a goal in mind: God is preparing
us for kingdom life and service. “... in order that the man of God may be competent, equipped
for every good work.”

The word translated “equipped” comes from a root word that’s used in Mark 1:19, where James
and John are mending their fishing nets. Equipping carries with it the idea of “making complete.”
Like fishing nets, God is at work through the word to mend us, working to heal our brokenness.
Just like a fishing net that’s designed for a specific purpose — which is to catch fish — we’re
called to be equipped for all that God has for us in the love of and service to others with the gifts
that He’s given every Christian.

Let’s be clear: We’ll never, in this life, perfectly live up to Paul’s teaching. And we’re not resting
in that; but, rather, we’re resting in the One who perfectly obeyed on behalf of His people and
who gave His life to pay for our sins. We’re resting in the perfect work of Jesus Christ.

This truth is foundational for our assurance in Christ.

Rightly understood, Christians should daily seek, by grace, to live our lives in a way that’s good
for ourselves and others, which also brings honor and glory to our Savior.
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