“It Is to Your Advantage that I Go Away”?

The question has often been asked: “What if you had been there with the disciples in the Upper
Room and heard Jesus say: ‘But now I am going to Him who sent me ... I tell you, it is to your
advantage that I go away, because if [ do not go away, the Helper will not come to you’?”

Would you prefer to have Jesus with you physically/bodily as he was with the disciples, or would
you rather have the Holy Spirit with you?”

You may remember the words of John in his first epistle. Speaking of Jesus, he writes, ... which
we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon and have touched with our hands...” (1
John 1:1) These are very powerful words!

“Would you rather have Jesus bodily with you?” I suspect that most of us would say that we’d
rather have the Holy Spirit because that’s best. I mean, isn’t that what Jesus said is best? And yet,
sometimes Christians can live practically as if we’d rather have Jesus with us physically.

How do we do that? There are a number of ways; for example, when Jesus was with his disciples
bodily, they could talk with him personally; he could answer their questions directly. With the
Holy Spirit, we don’t get direct answers to questions that we desperately want a direct answer to:
“Whom should I marry? When will I marry? What job should I take? What will the doctor tell
me?”

In fact, many Christians would like Jesus to tell us what to do in every situation. That’s so much
easier than an ongoing life commitment to a diligent study of God’s Word. But it’s not God’s
plan that Jesus still speaks directly to anyone. Rather than this, our questions are answered in the
commands, principles, and precepts of the Word of God as the Holy Spirit — Whom we cannot
see but Who indwells all Christians — works through the Word.

Today, I begin a new series that will speak directly to the work of the Holy Spirit. The text that I
will be using is John 16:4b-15. I want to begin to unpack these verses today under my first main
heading: Warmth of Jesus toward His Disciples.

As we begin this section, Jesus shows his tenderness, his warmth and compassion by saying that
there are some important things that he still has to say to his disciples that he’s basically saved
until now. Keep in mind that this portion of John’s gospel is taking place the night prior to Jesus
going to the cross.

In John 16:4b we read: “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with
you.” The phrase “these things” would, then, pertain to the things that he’s been saying to his
disciples in the Upper Room, along with what he’s getting ready to say.

Verse 5 is interesting. “But now [ am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me,
‘Where are you going?’” Is Jesus discounting the fact that the disciples have already asked him



where he’s going? Peter asked in 13:36 and Thomas states the same thing in effect in 14:5.
Although this can seem confusing, it may be that the best way to interpret this is that Jesus is, in
effect, saying, “You were asking me earlier about going away and now I’'m saying it again and
no one is saying anything.”

The reason for the silence seems to be in Verse 6: “Sorrow has filled (the disciples’) heart.” Jesus
goes on in Verse 7 to tell them that it’s to their advantage that he goes away; otherwise the Helper
will not come. So again, we hear the warmth of Jesus as he seeks to comfort his grieving/
sorrowing disciples. Jesus has already informed the disciples that persecution is coming (John
16:1-4a).

While Jesus was with the disciples, they experienced his personal touch and ongoing care (1
John 1:1). But now that he’s going away, it’s imperative that the Spirit comes.

Let’s move on now to my second main heading: Work of the Holy Spirit in the World.

“And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.”
(vs. 8) I want to look at verses 8-11 under three sub-headings beginning with: Sin.

It’s very interesting that the Holy Spirit — who is the Helper, Comforter and Advocate on behalf
of believers — is said to have a work to do in the world of non-believers. The presence of Jesus
in the 1st century has had the effect of pointing non-believers — certainly many of the Jewish
leaders — to their sinfulness. When Jesus leaves to go back to the Father and he’s no longer
bodily on earth to confront sin, the work of the Holy Spirit working through the disciples will be
all important!

As we look at these next few verses, we want to see that the initial application of this important
work of the Spirit will take place at Pentecost. This is a redemptive historical truth that we don’t
want to miss by seeking to apply it — in the first instance — immediately to our day. There is so
much to miss if we simply say, “What’s does this passage mean for me?”

Scholars generally agree that there’s a very close connection between verses 8-11 and acts 2:22-
24, which is a portion of Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost. Before we get there, let’s look
at John 16:9: “Concerning sin because they do not believe in me.”

Let’s fast-forward now to the time just after Jesus’ ascension to the Father. As many Jewish
people and leaders were gathered on the Day of Pentecost, Peter is preaching of Jesus as a “man
attested to you with mighty works and wonders and signs ... and now has been killed by the
hands of lawless men.” In other words, “You are the ones who had the Law of Moses, and now
look what you’ve done!”

The eventual conviction of many of these men of their sin by the work of the Holy Spirit is
powerful as we’ll see in a moment. So, then, back to our passage in John, where Jesus notes the
specific sin of non-belief in Him. The Spirit will “convict” them. The sin of not believing in
Jesus alone for salvation can take many forms, but it centers on the idolatry of self-centeredness



and self-sufficiency. This is the person who says, in effect, “I’m not all that bad” or “I don’t need
the Bible or the church,” “I don’t need anybody to save me,” “I’m a good person” or maybe even
“Jesus is not enough; I believe in him, but I believe that I need to help him through my
obedience.”

The Holy Spirit makes a pronouncement that the non-believer is guilty of their rejection of Jesus.
Jesus has already stated in John 7:7 that “the world hates me because I testify that its works are
evil.” The non-believing world has no excuse that God will accept for their sin of rejecting Jesus
as Savior and Lord.
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