“Behold, the Lamb of God”

In my previous two articles, we looked together at the witness of John the Baptist from John
1:19-28. In this next series of articles, I would like to go straight into the next section of verses.
We’ll be looking at the topic of revealing Jesus from John 1:29-34.

As we come back to John’s gospel, we notice immediately that the text in Verse 29 begins with
the phrase, “The next day.” This, then, is chronologically the day after John the Baptist met with
the “priests and Levites” who were sent “from Jerusalem” by “the Jews” to question him.

Before we begin our look at this passage today, let me give us a quick review of some of what’s
happened prior to our arriving at this point. I’m not planning to give an accounting of all of
Jesus’ life up to this point, including the virgin birth and his young life, but just a few important
events that will help us to better understand this passage.

I want to begin by mentioning some of the events recorded in connection with the ministry of
John the Baptist — as well as Jesus — because these are both referenced in our passage in this
new series.

First, in addition to what we saw last time, the other gospel writers have recorded information
pertaining to the fact that John has been baptizing in the wilderness of Judea and beside the
Jordan (Mt. 3:1-12; Luke 3:1-18; Mark 1:2-8). It’s in these accounts that we see most clearly
John the Baptist speaking about the wrath of God on those who refuse to repent of their sins —
particularly speaking to certain Jewish “Pharisees and Sadducees” whom he called a “brood of
vipers” (Mt. 3:7).

Following this chronologically is the “baptism of Jesus.” It was at this time that John the Baptist
says to Jesus, “I need to be baptized by you and do you come to me?”” To which Jesus replies,
“Let it be so now for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Jesus identifies with
sinners and the need for sinners to be cleansed (which is one aspect that is represented in John’s
baptism), although Jesus himself is, was and always will be sinless. (Mt. 3:13-17; Mk. 1:9-11;
Lk. 3:21-22). It’s at Jesus’ baptism where the “spirit of God descended on Jesus like a dove,” and
John will reference that event in our passage. Jesus’ baptism is followed by his temptation by
Satan recorded in Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; and Luke 3:21-22. So, then, each of these
events — the baptism and the temptation of Jesus — take place prior to our passage today.

Last time, in John’s gospel, we heard of John the Baptist’s ministry of baptism “across the
Jordan.” It’s now the “next day” after the questioning by the Jerusalem emissaries, and John sees
Jesus coming toward him. In this passage, John the evangelist will reveal distinct aspects of the
person and work of Jesus. Let’s pick up Verse 29 under our first main

heading: Sacrificial Servant.

“The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world!”” This is now the second day of this first week of Jesus’ public



ministry as the apostle John records that for us. I want to focus on a couple of phrases from this
verse, beginning with the phrase, “Lamb of God.” There’s been a voluminous amount written
about this phrase. In fact, though this is very familiar to Christians today, this phrase is given in
only two places in the entire New Testament — John 1:29 and 1:36. That leads us to ponder a
couple of questions: At this point in John the Baptist’s ministry, what did he actually understand
about what Jesus had come to do? Why did he call Jesus the “Lamb of God?” Let me suggest a
few things for us to consider.

First, we know that John was the son of a priest (Zechariah). All his life he would have been very
familiar with the sacrificial system. The Old Testament law called for lambs to be slain, one in
the morning and one in the evening, “day by day regularly.” (Ex. 29:38-42) At this time in the Ist
Century, the Temple at Jerusalem was still standing, and sacrifices were still taking place daily.
In addition to this, in the chronology of this gospel, it’s not very far until John records that “the
Passover of the Jews was at hand.” (2:13) John the Baptist would have been raised on the
teaching of the Passover and the Passover lamb. In fact, he would have been very learned in the
teaching of the entirety of the Old Testament scriptures.

In addition to the teaching on the Passover, the Old Testament gives us the accounting of
Abraham and Isaac and the lamb that was provided by God as a sacrifice to spare Isaac (Gen.
22:7-8). The Old Testament prophets also spoke of the sacrificial lamb. In Jeremiah 11:19, the
prophet reveals that there were those who were plotting against him even though he was telling
them the truth that God had given him. He describes himself in terms of a slaughtered lamb. “But
I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter.”

Although all these examples are true, it may be that John is particularly referring to a prophecy
from Isaiah. John has already quoted from Isaiah in Verse 23 and will do so throughout this
gospel. In Isaiah’s Servant Song passage in Chapter 53, we read: “He was oppressed, and he was
afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep
that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.” (53:7) Jesus is clearly being
identified with the lamb of sacrifice as well as the suffering servant of Isaiah; He is truly the
sacrificial servant who was prophesied in the Old Testament.

Even with the above information before us, the question is still relevant: How much did John the
Baptist really know about Jesus’ earthly ministry at this point?

Dr. D.A. Carson has perceptively noted that, “Just as John insists that Caiaphas the high priest
spoke better than he knew (11:49-52), so it’s easy to suppose that the Evangelist understood the
Baptist to be doing the same thing.”

Though it may be true that John the Baptist “spoke better than he knew” in the sense of a full and
complete understanding of all that Jesus would suffer, he certainly knew some things that were
revealed by God as we’ll see referenced in this passage. Jesus, then, is the “Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world!”



Clearly, according to John, Jesus came to address the issue of sinful mankind. Therefore, though
it’s not always a popular topic of discussion, it’s impossible to talk about the fullness of Jesus’

ministry without talking about judgment for sin.
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