Renewed Joy and Thankfulness

In this series of articles from John 1, we’ve touched initially on the importance of John the
Baptist as a Ist-century witness to Jesus Christ. We’ve also looked in some detail at the topic of
revealing Jesus.

The revelation of what Jesus came to accomplish cannot be separated from the fact that Jesus
came to address the issue of sinful mankind. Even though many want to only focus on Jesus’
kindness, grace and mercy — all of which are extremely important — it’s impossible to talk
about the fullness of Jesus’ ministry without talking about judgment for sin.

In my previous article, I referenced an 18th-century pastor and author, Jonathan Edwards, and his
sermon, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.” In that sermon, Edwards speaks of a
hypothetical conversation with those who waited too late:

“If we could speak with them and inquire of them, one by one, whether they expected, when
alive and when they used to hear about hell, ever to be the subjects of misery: we doubtless,
should hear one and another reply, ‘No. I never intended to come here: I had laid out matters
otherwise in my mind; I thought I should contrive well for myself. I thought my scheme good. I
intended to take effectual care; but it came upon me unexpected; I didn’t look for it at that time,
and in that manner; it came as a thief. Death outwitted me: God’s wrath was too quick for me.
Oh, my cursed foolishness! I was flattering myself, and pleasing myself with vain dreams of
what I would do hereafter; and when I was saying, ‘peace and safety’ then sudden destruction
came upon me.’”

We concluded my last article by referencing that at Jesus’ baptism John the Baptist witnessed the
Spirit of God descend and remain on Jesus. Today, I want to conclude this particular series with a
look at the fact that Jesus is the Son of God.

Son of God

Look with me in Verse 34: “And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”
In this short verse, John is giving us some important truth that’s better seen in the Greek text. The
phrase translated “I have seen” as well as the phrase “and have borne witness” are key. The verbs
are both Greek perfect-tense verbs which, according to Greek scholar Daniel B. Wallace,
describe an event “completed in the past that has results existing in the present time.” John is
telling us what he has “seen and borne witness to” is that Jesus is the son of God. John is not
merely telling us of his personal experience, but rather — and most importantly — this is John’s
declaration of the truth of who Jesus is shown to him by the Father (1:6).

In addition to that, John — like all Christians today — cannot help but continue to tell of and be
a witness to Jesus Christ because of the truth and experience of our salvation. In summary, our



salvation in the past has ongoing, gloriously wonderful and positive results in the present and on
into the future. How can we apply this passage to our lives?

Application

Those — and only those — who have trusted Jesus by faith know that the Lamb of God has dealt
with their sin (1 John 1:7), and they will never have to experience the eternal punishment of the
wrath of God in hell. Jesus has also “fulfilled all righteousness” and that righteous life is
imputed, or credited, to us by faith. This sacrificial/suffering Servant has done all that Christians
need to be right with God for eternity.

Although there’s much more to say than I have space in this article to write, to be Spirit baptized
is a truth for every Christian. Because we’re Holy Spirit baptized, we know that Jesus Christ —
by the — is with us always (John 17:211f). The Holy Spirit is our comforter, guide, intercessor
and advocate. He indwells us, illumines the word for us, guides us into all truth, gives us gifts
and power for service in the kingdom. He comes to us as the Spirit of holiness and is at work in
us, along with the word, making us holy. Since all this is true, like John, we want our lives to
reveal Jesus as well.

Jesus is clearly the son of God, and all that this truth implies. The apostle Paul tells us in Romans
1:4 that in the resurrection Jesus was “declared to be the son of God in power according to the
Spirit.” And in Romans 8:16-17, Paul writes: “The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit
that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs — heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.”

Because of Jesus, we’re adopted into the family of God and receive all the rights and privileges
of being sons and daughters of God almighty. In addition to that, we lift our prayers up to “Our
Father in Heaven,” and he delights to hear and answer our prayers. Because believers are in
Christ, God the father could no more turn away from us than he could turn away from his own
dear son. As this particular series comes to a close, | pray that, for all Christians, there’s a
renewed joy and thankfulness for our great salvation in Jesus Christ!
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