The Church Scattered for Witness

In my previous two articles on Psalm 149 we’ve looked at the importance of the church gathered
for worship of our God who is worthy of our worship. Today I want to begin to look from this
Psalm at the church scattered for witness. As we saw, verse 5 transitioned us from the gathered
people of God for corporate worship to how we live in our daily lives. As we begin this next
section, we’re given further information that will help us as we think of being salt and light in
our witness for Jesus Christ, both as individual Christians and families, as we “scatter” from the
local church and witness to the dark and decaying world around us. Let’s begin our look in this
section with:

—Words of Praise to God

Notice now verse 6: “Let the high praises of God be in their throats and two-edged swords in
their hands.” This is such an important verse as we think of what was happening at that time in
redemptive history, as well as what this means for our lives in the 21st century. As I noted earlier
in this series, scholars believe that this Psalm is initially connected to the worship of God’s
people, after the Babylonian captivity, at a completed temple and then flowing out into the
battles that they faced against those who sought to stop them from building the wall around
Jerusalem. In chapter 4 of Nehemiah, we hear of some leaders who are plotting opposition to
God’s people. Listen to these words from Nehemiah 4:8-9: “And they plotted together to come
and fight against Jerusalem and to cause confusion in it. And we prayed to our God and set a
guard as a protection against them day and night.”

As the children of Judah go back to working on the wall that will surround Jerusalem for
protection, we read these words from Nehemiah: “From that day on, half of my servants worked
on construction, and half held the spears, shields, bows, and coats of mail. And the leaders stood
behind the whole house of Judah, who were building on the wall. Those who carried burdens
were loaded in such a way that each labored on the work with one hand and held his weapon
with the other. And each of the builders had his sword strapped at his side while he built. The
man who sounded the trumpet was beside me. And I said to the nobles and to the officials and to
the rest of the people, ‘The work is great and widely spread, and we are separated on the wall, far
from one another. In the place where you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our
God will fight for us.”” (Nehemiah 4:16-20)

This is a clear and instructive narrative for us as we consider our fight against the sin that we

face all around us in a broken world, in our own sinful flesh, and our fight against the schemes of
Satan. Looking back at verse 6 of our Psalm, we see our task. With our words and with our lives
we’re to speak and live in “high praises of God” but, like Nehemiah and his workers, we go
through life with “two-edged swords in our hands,” in order to always be prepared to face the
opposition. We have God’s Word as a “two-edged sword” (Hebrews 4:12). In Ephesians 6 where



we’re given the pieces of our spiritual battle armor, we learn that the “sword of the Spirit is the
word of God.” This sword is both an offensive and well as a defensive weapon. We bring the
truths of the word of God to bear in our lives as well as other people’s lives. We defend ourselves
and live our lives with the instruction given in the word of God. Unlike those who fought under
Nehemiah with real swords, in our day to day we don’t fight with those kinds of weapons. In 2
Corinthians 10:3-5 Paul writes:

“For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. For the weapons
of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy
arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God and take every thought
captive to obey Christ.” Do you see how this spiritual battle is fought—not only in the world
around us—but also in our homes? This battle is fought as Christian husbands and wives seek to
live in harmony with one another under the structure that God’s Word gives. This battle is fought
in our homes as children, younger and older, are being raised to glorify God with their lives. This
battle is fought in the workplace, and in the church. We’re using the “sword of the Spirit” to
rightly engage the battle against sin even as we seek to live our lives being examples of praise to
God. We can’t give up; we can’t leave the battle for someone else to fight; and yet, we must fight
the battle God’s way as we, by grace, bring wayward thoughts and actions into conformity with
the Word of God in the power of the Spirit. The Church scattered for witness, then, is a phrase
that speaks of the way that Christians go about our day to day lives being salt and light in the
world around us. In this way—not only are our lives made better, by God’s grace—but we’re
also able to be a witness to others of the glorious ways, works, and word of God.
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