Love Lavished on a Faithless Bride

When we began this series from Psalm 45 last time, | reminded us that, throughout the
Bible, salvation is often presented as a love relationship between God and his people
(e.g., Hosea 2:19-20). This Psalm uses wedding language that’s not found anywhere
else in the Psalms. Last time we looked at the first few verses under the heading, The
Royal Bridegroom’s Beauty. Picking up in the passage where we left off, | want to begin
today under the heading:

—The Royal Bridegroom’s Majesty

Let’s begin our look at this section under the subheading:
—Justice

Even though the word “majesty” is spoken of in verses 3 and 4, we see this idea of
“‘majesty” fleshed out in this next section of verses. The Hebrew noun translated
“‘majesty” pertains to “sovereign power, authority or dignity.” It can also mean, “...
greatness or splendor of quality or character.” This is a word that clearly, in this Psalm,
pertains to the king. When we come to verses 6-7, we read: “Your throne, O God, is
forever and ever.” We’ll come back to this phrase. “The scepter of your kingdom is a
scepter of uprightness; you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness.” The
“scepter” was a staff or a baton that was carried by a king as an emblem of authority.
The “scepter of uprightness” speaks of the integrity of the Old Testament king to uphold
the laws of God. His character is shown by the fact that he “loves righteousness and
hates wickedness.” His rule is a rule of justice as determined by the law of God. Let’s go
from justice to:

—Joy

In the last phrase of verse 7 we read: “Therefore, God, our God, has anointed you with
the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” The “oil of gladness” can also be
translated, “the oil of joy or rejoicing.” The “anointing” in this context has nothing to do
with his literal anointing to office. The meaning here is that the king personifies
“gladness” or “joy” in his life and character. Like “anointing oil” that’s poured on the head
and runs down, this is a picture of a life of joy that is spread over his entire countenance
and life for all to see. Notice the connection between “loving righteousness and hating
wickedness” and the “oil of joy” that God himself has anointed the king with. This points
to our lives as Christians. When we, by grace, are “loving righteousness and hating
wickedness” it overflows in our lives in the form of joy and gladness. Just the opposite is
true as well.

When we come to the New Testament, verses 6-7 of our Psalm is attributed to Jesus
Christ by the writer of Hebrews in 1:8-9. The initial point of the writer of Hebrews is to
show that Jesus is the Son which points to his deity and makes him superior to the
angels. So, then, this Psalm looks forward in redemptive history to the only King who
could ever reign in eternal righteousness.” No Old Testament king—neither David nor
Solomon—could have fulfilled this Psalm perfectly. They were both frail and fallen
sinners as were all the Old Testament kings.



“Your throne, O God,” in verse 6 points to the perfect King who is identified by the fact
that he is equal with God. This affirms that the Son is God, but the Son is distinct from
the Father. The rest of this section goes on to mention the kings “fragrant robes with
myrrh and aloes and cassia....... ivory palaces.....stringed instruments...... ladies of
honor,” and the “queen in gold of Ophir” all express the opulence, or the wealth and
affluence, of this royal occasion. The city of Ophir was in southern Asia along a trade
route used by Solomon where gold was traded for other needed goods. This may lend
support to those who believe that this was initially written about Solomon. Let’s look now
from The Royal Bridegroom’s Majesty to:

—The Bride’s Total Devotion to Her King

The scene now shifts from its focus on the royal bridegroom to the bride. Let’s begin our
look at the bride under my first subheading:
—Reverence Given

Notice that our “ready scribe” affirms the biblical truth that the marriage commitment
goes all the way back to the garden. When we read, “forget your people and your
father’s house,” we're reminded of Genesis 2:24 where we read: “Therefore, a man
shall leave has father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become
one flesh.” In Psalm 45, the bride may be showing some “loneliness or homesickness”
and is called upon to “consider carefully, and listen...... forget your people and your
father’s house...” In other words, this is a reminder to the Church. We must be totally
devoted to our Bridegroom, Jesus Christ. This language in verse 10 is inclusive of
“forgetting” or “putting away” anyone or anything that would threaten the proper
relationship between the bride and her bridegroom. How often have we gotten into
trouble when we've been a faithless bride? Jesus, our Bridegroom, is always faithful to
his bride the Church even when we look away from him and seek to have illicit
relationships with other lovers (e.g., Ezekiel 16).

This truth of God as the Bridegroom of Israel, to a faithless bride, is illustrated in the Old
Testament book of Hosea. God told the prophet Hosea, in effect, to “Go and take
Gomer; marry her and love her and continue to love her even when she runs off with
another man, which she will. And there will be other men as well. But keep on loving
her.” And this is exactly what happened. Gomer ran away from Hosea and had illicit
affairs with other lovers. When her youth and beauty were spent, she ended up in the
slave market. But Hosea followed Gomer to the slave market and bought her back—not
to exact revenge on her for the rest of her life—but out of sheer love (Hosea 3:2). He
proved himself to be a faithful husband despite her unfaithfulness to him. This is how
God loves us in Jesus Christ! We bring nothing to Jesus but our sin. We're still sinners
—unclean, and unfaithful at times—and yet our Bridegroom will never leave us nor
forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). We have so much to be thankful for! Jesus, our faithful
Bridegroom lavishes his faithless Bride—the Church—with perfect love!
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